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Hopefully this will be both the first and last “swine flu” 
edition of the Robertson Review.  We want to thank you all 
for the emails, calls, Facebook posts and especially your 
prayers as news of the impact of swine flu in Mexico 
worsens.  Right now we are in a posture of evaluating 
information as it becomes available before any making any 
big decisions.  It may seem strange or alarming to some of 
you that we are not alarmed.  Lots of people on the streets are wearing masks, the kids won’t go back 

to school for the next 8 days (but they were going to have a 5-day weekend 
anyway), and some people seem panicky.  Please pray that out of this 
situation the gospel will shine – that as people face deep fears they will 
begin to look for hope, that as people endure suffering they will embrace 
the one who suffered judgment for them, that as people begin to distance 
themselves from each other we could draw near with love and 
encouragement. 
 
God continues to give us advances here in the community, though often 
not as quickly as we’d like.  He has us in a place of learning patience and 
persistence.  We are especially grateful that a neighbor couple that we’ve 
been getting to know now wants to participate in Bible Study.  We 
continue to get to know neighbors and others in the area, and there appears 
to be growing interest in what we’re doing.  Please pray that doors will 

continue to open and that God will manifest his power by bringing many to himself.   
 
Please be praying for: 

· Maturity and unity of vision in our core group. 
· More involvement in our Bible Study from people in our community and that the people with 

whom we’ve had contact will have saving faith in Christ. 
· A conflict that we have right now with the CFE (power company).  Wiring in Mexican homes 

is iffy, and the CFE is not known for its integrity, so the 12,000 kilowatt hour jump on our 
electric meter could be the result of faulty wiring or meter tampering.  Pray that a way is 
opened to get out of the mess with them, without having our power cut and without having to 
pay the extraordinary rate we’re being charged. 

· Our position in the neighborhood.  Many of our neighbors have lived here for 15-20 years, and 
some of them really don’t like each other.  Now that some folks who have been involved in the 
conflicts are becoming our friends and are coming to our study, there is the possibility that the 
folks on the others sides of the conflicts will feel like they can’t be part of what we’re doing.  
We want to be able to reach all our neighbors, not taking sides in the conflicts (though hoping 
that through getting to know Christ, these wonderful folks can experience deep forgiveness in 
their relationships).   



· Our health.  As (almost) always, health is an issue for us.  There’s no decision yet on a knee 
surgery.  It will have to wait for a few months at least. 

· My involvement in a village near here called Camichines.  Some dear friends of ours moved 
there years ago and now have a group of believers ready to join the church.  I’m going there 
every 2 weeks, giving baptism classes.  Pray that God would strengthen these believers, who 
face lots of opposition in the village, and that God would open the doors for a church to be 
planted in Camichines in the near future. 

· That the kids and we would continue to grow in our linguistic and cultural abilities. 
 

Cultural tidbit: 
 
One thing the swine flu may be doing is changing the cultural understanding of 
disease transmission.  Most folks in the States protect themselves against 
getting sick by washing hands regularly, using Purell, avoiding sick people or at 
least direct contact with them, disinfecting things, taking vitamins, etc., plus 
helping others by avoiding going out if you are sick.  This is because of a belief 
that most sickness is transmitted through exposure to that sickness.  Here most 
avoid sickness by controlling their interaction with the environment – not 
walking on cold tile in bare feet, 
not going out in the rain, 
wearing lots and lots of layers 
in cooler temperatures, and 

avoiding anything that will cool you down after 
heating up (if you’ve ironed, you don’t wash your hands 
for an extended period of time; if you’ve exercised, you 
don’t drink anything cold and you don’t shower for a 
while).  This is because of a belief that most 
sickness comes from temperature changes.  Since the 
sickness you have must have come from something 
environmental, there is little fear of infecting others, and so you go about your normal activities – 
including hugging and kissing people in greeting, putting your sick kids in school or in a church 
nursery, etc.  Each point of view (the US and the Mexican) has seemed radical to the other.  I think 
each one has some merit, though I’m still much closer to the US perspective.  It will be interesting to 
see the long-term cultural impacts of the swine flu, which all regard as contagious. 
 
Please let us know how you are doing and how we can be praying for you in the coming weeks. 
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