Laura's Lima Letter

JANUARy One big focus of January was VBSs in Amauta,

Huaycan, and Santa Anita. In Amauta, we had 60-80 kids singing,
learning Bible verses, making crafts, and enjoying a new summer option.
But, the story | want to share isn’t really about the VBSs. | was hanging
balloons and drawing fishes in preparation for VBS festivities with, as
usual, a group of little, uninvited observers when there was a loud
commotion outside. Two men (one being the husband of a woman who
attends Wednesday Bible study and the father of a little girl, pictured right,
who comes to Sunday school) were arguing over 1 sol (about 33 cents).
Words accelerated to fists and fists to sticks. My suggestion to pray was
met with eager nods from anxious little girls. So, we prayed that God
would help the men to stop fighting and be friends again. Honestly, |
wasn't expecting much and continued on with fish faces. About five
minutes later, the little girls returned from their posts outside to inform me
that the men had indeed stopped fighting, had shaken hands, and were
asking each others pardon. We stopped what we were doing and with the
little girls thanked God for answering our prayers. How neat for little girls
to see (and for me to be reminded) that, yes, God does answer prayer!

FEBRUARY In honor of summer vacation, | was asked to

teach an art class at the children’s project in Huaycan and two English
class in Amauta throughout February. The idea was to provide fun,
constructive summer alternatives based at the church to encourage
productiveness as well as church attendance. In Huaycan, | taught 5
boys, ages 6-13. | sought to create art activities that demonstrated the
possibilities of easily accessible materials. For example, one day’s
lesson was paper mache, using magazines, water, and flour...I think
at least half of the enjoyment for the boys was the huge mess we
created. In Amauta, | taught English on Wednesdays and
Saturdays...It was an interesting challenge for me to make language
learning fun. My classes varied from 5 students to 20 students, ages 9
to 13. After a short devotion, we learned English numbers, colors,
emotions, body parts, etc using ideas from English as a Second
Language materials as well games such as bingo and pictionary. Now,
Vanessa and Romina when asked “How are you?” can respond “l am
happy!” It was great fun to see my students enjoying themselves and
sometimes surprising me with their abilities. Pray that God will bring
these fun-loving kids to Himself and that they will come reqularly to
church. Pray for us to be led by the Holy Spirit in creatively and
effectively reaching the hearts of the kids here in Amauta.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who trust in Him! Psalm 34:8



a. Paraguas (for + waters) = d. Rompemuelle (break + axle) =

CULTURE
QUIZ

b. Parabrisas (for + breezes) = e. Rompecabezas (break + heads) =

c. Paracaidas (for + falls) = f. Parasol (for + sun) =

MARCH In Amauta, | work with seminary graduate, Robin, and

his wife, Elita. One of our big goals as an MTW team is to work

ourselves out of a job...i.e. pass on our responsibilities to the much

more culturally-suited nationals. So, let me share how | have been

encouraged by Elita. One evening, she had the opportunity to lead

the women'’s Bible study we have on Wednesdays. She is usually a

bit uncertain of her abilities, but she had been to a Bible study

before where the leader shared a Bible passage and asked

guestions in a group discussion manner. “Well, | think | can do that”

says Elita and so she did, and very well indeed, | thought. She also

organized the ladies to make picarones (similar to a funnel cake with

syrup instead of powdered sugar). She had learned to make

picarones and had sold them in the past to help out with the income,

especially while Robin was in seminary. And, she wanted to pass on

her knowledge to the ladies so that they also could sell picarones

and earn a little more, much-needed income for their families. We

have now sold picarones twice, fried fish once, and we will be selling

picarones again this Saturday. If you can believe it, both the

picarones (five with syrup) and fish (with its potatoes and salad) are

sold for 1 sol each (33 cents). It is wonderfully encouraging to see Elita’s confidence and concern for the
Amauta women grow and blossom. Please pray that God will continue to build up Robin and Elita and
that He will give us ideas in practically helping the women here in Amauta who have so many huge
needs in areas such as the discipline of children and keeping a clean and attractive home.

Laura Hoyt
Apartado 1529 APRIL it was my great joy in April to have the

Lima 100, Peru opportunity to travel to the States for my brother’s
wedding as well as to meet my little niece for the very
011-511-435-4038 first time!

laura_hoyt@hotmail.com

We're on the Web!
www.mtwsa.net/limanewcity

ANSWERS a umbrella b. windshield c. parachute d. speed bump e. riddle, jigsaw puzzle
f. parasol (You will actually see people out with umbrellas for the sun.)




