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Pray For Us...

Gary & Phyllis Waldecker
April 7, 2008

Prayer Requests

My three talks at the MTW Global
Missions Conference were very well
received, so thanks for praying.

. Three memebers of the MTW Latin
America Resource Team--Rodney
Davila, Jim De Witt and myself--will
be meeting April 11-12 for a planning
meeting.

We are thankful that our visits this
winter to some of our supporting
churches in Florida went very well.

. The Latin America vision-casting
meeting in Santiago, Chile, went very
well, even though I came down with
bronchitis the day before and was
unable to attend.

Pray for Oscar and Lolo who are
being trained for the pastoraate by
Rodney Davila in Santiago, Chile.

I am hoping to spend most of my
time during the next few months
finishing my dissertation.

On April 17, Jim De Witt and I will be
presenting the results of a survey I
conducted about ministry practices
among missionaries to MTW's
International Director for Latin
America. Pray that the results of this
survey will have a positive effect on
our ministry throughout Latin
America.

On the weekend of May 18th, Phyllis
and I will be visiting a supporting
church in Maryland.

. Andrea is finishing her senior year of
college. Pray for her as she brings
this stage of life to a conclusion and
seeks the Lord's will for the future.

. Also pray for Audrey who is finishing
her freshman year.

We were thankful to be able to spend
some time with Seth during Easter
weekend. He is about to finish his
second year in the PhD program in
physics at Washington University in
St. Louis.

God's Mysterious Ways

One of my favorite hymns, written by William
Cowper in 1774, deals with the tension we
sometimes experience bewteen God's
providential dealings and his promise of grace.
The hymn has such memorable lines as:

God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to
perform....

Behind a frowning providence he hides a smiling
face....

The bud may have a bitter taste, but sweet will

be the flow'r....

Like many believers, I have often meditated on these works in times of deep
grief and sorrow. However, they are also applicable in situations that are simply
dissapointing and puzzling, as I was reminded last month. Continue reading
below to hear the details.

MTW Latin America Vision-Casting Meetings

The second Latin America vision-casting meeting was held in Santiago, Chile,
from March 4-7. This was a repeat of the meeting that was held in Monterrey,
Mexico, last October. The idea was that everyone ministering with MTW in Latin
America attend either the one or the other. I was supposed to deliver two of the
presentations, but the day before I was scheduled to leave I came down with
bronchitis. So the doctor told me not to travel. I was sick for a week. But I
ended up working harder during the conference staying at home than I would
have had I gone. I had to create a slide show of my presentations with Spanish
audio, and upload them to a website so my colleagues meeting in Santiago
could download the videos and watch them. Had I been able to go to the
meeting, I could have simply delivered the presentations live in Spanish. I
finished the second presentation at 3:00 AM (5:00 AM Santiago time) , just a
few hours before they were supposed to view it. I went to upload the file only
to discover that I had lost my internet connection. Phyllis and I got in the car
and went to downtown Chattanooga looking for some place that had a fast WiFi
connection so I could make my presentation available for download. We finally
found a Paneras that was in the process of opening, and got the file uploaded in
time. I'm told that the meeting went well. I'm not sure why the Lord allowed
me to get sick so that I couldn't attend the meeting in Santiago. It was very
disappointing and puzzling. In any case, we needed these talks available in
Spanish for our missionaries and associates in Latin America, and as a result of
my having to stay home, this job got done fairly quickly.

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Keeping in Touch

I want to remind you of the website that is dedicated to giving you information
about our ministry:
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http://partners.waldecker.net.

This site has family pictures, previous prayer letters, thoughts on missions, and
other information. It also includes a link to our page on the regional website,
which is http://www.mtwla.org.

Thanks again for your prayers. We very much appreciate your partnership with
us in the gospel.

Gary and Phyllis Waldecker
gary@mtwla.org

I gave two talks at the Latin America vision-casting meetings--one on
contextualization and the other on training. More on this in another letter.

To subscribe or unsubscribe an email address, go to http://newsletters.
waldecker.net or send me an email at gary@mtwla.org
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