December 2006 from David E. Davis, your missionary in Brazil

(1"5‘?*1‘2) But would you lay down your vacation for a kid?

Bruno yearned for closure over his tragic childhood, but he had just turned 18 and the
courts simply stopped working his case. He had been with us for four years, and we had tried
everything but going to the large and distant city where he was born. So, instead of taking time off
in the middle of the year, | volunteered to devote an entire week just to him. We took a bus,
camped in a hotel, walked hundreds of blocks, and exhausted a dozen phone cards, but thanks to
countless instances of God's providence, WE FOUND BRUNO'’S BIOLOGICAL MOM AND DAD!

Seventeen years ago Bruno and his baby sister were taken from a couple without condi-
tions to raise them and splitting up. But in his adopted family, Bruno witnessed abuse, torture, and
the death of his sister. He and another adopted brother fled in different directions, and ours was
the first place where Bruno finally stopped running. Here God healed many of his traumas, and he
was almost ready to leave the nest as a well-adjusted young man. But he yearned for closure.

What we found in the city of Curitiba was that his biological mom and dad had to lose
everything, including a son and daughter, before admitting their vices and asking God to straighten
out their lives. Though they now had separate families, both had come to know that God had
redeemed them and their other children, and that He had blessed them to in turn bless others.
Neither stopped praying that one day God would bring their son back, and He did!

So when Bruno decided he
wanted to live with his biological
mom and siblings, | gladly devoted
a second week to help him move.
Though we are never guaranteed to
see the fruits of our ministries this
side of heaven, it's a blessing and
encouragement when we can. Pray
that Bruno doesn’t get distracted by
the world in his new environment,
and keep praying for the rest of our
foster boys and their families.
Thanks for your support and
prayers!

! Me, Bruno and his biological mom

Changes continue
for our foster family "

Miguel and Ana are now
grandparents! Daughter
Carla (pictured pregnant)
just had a girl, son Lucas
engaged a girl from their
home church in Sao Paulo,
and daughter Claudia will
marry February 10. No
ruling yet on the appeal
preventing their adoption
of three of the foster kids.
Pray as Ana needs time off
for a hysterectomy.

“For the Equipping of the Saints and the Strengthening of the Body of Christ” Ephesians 4:1



The project is doing better with a
stronger local board of directors"

We've finally gotten more Brazil-
ians to share responsibilities like
recruiting, promoting, and helping
make the project more efficient.
Our trucks were traded for mini-
buses to lower maintenance and
the solar water heater enlarged to
reduce our electric bill. Excess
farm animals were sold so fences
and pastures could be improved.

The goal is to make it easier for our current foster parents, Miguel and Ana, to have more
time with the boys, take time off each month, and live under just one roof with their family and the
boys they are responsible for. Now, after remodeling foster home number one, we can finally
return to the one house/one family model. That will make it easier to recruit more foster parents
and start helping more boys as soon as they arrive. We thank you, our ongoing prayer and
financial supporters, who've hung in there with us during these changes to prevent ourselves from
burning out. Now we can better sustain growth. We praise God for gifts of the Macdonald family,
Green Springs Presbyterian, and St. Peter’s Lutheran which enabled the capital improvements.

Meanwhile... rmin the middie of three months in the States for time with family and
supporters. | may even relax now that the new board has hired Getulio, a Brazilian with a heart for
missions, as executive secretary! But God’s timing was good since | could help my family here
these last few weeks during the hospitalization and recuperation of my grandmother, Mary Alice.
Continue to pray for her health and that of my grandfather Boice and Uncle Kenneth.

Also pray for...

*Scheduling church, group, and individual visits through January 19. Call or email me if interested!
*Challenging others to act on God's call, whether as individuals or couples coming down to Brazil
for weeks or months, or as a brief church or family work group. Call me for a list of possibilities.
*Replacement of the project’s slow computers and improvement of my e-mail situation to handle
both extremes: slow dial-up and modern high-speed Internet in the U.S. and in Brazil. Any ideas?
*Preparing a visa request for intern Mark Sittner who’s cleared to leave for Brazil in January.
*Alceu and Vinicius: after being with us for four years, their aunt is now seeking their guardianship.
*A girls' project in town to soon be closed, taken by another Catholic group, or transferred to us.
*Our solicitor and judge to cooperate for more effective work with the boys and their families.
*Guidance and provision for former Equip missionary Judy Bolen and daughter Kaley in Curitiba.
*Visa renewals for David and Lynn Atkisson, normally the MTW missionaries nearest to me.
Praise God: Finally light at end of a three-year tunnel in my mom’s workers’ comp case!

Through Jan. 19 I'll be based at 151 Driftwood Dr, Lexington SC 29072 / ph. (803)359-9776
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