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Portanto, se alguém está
em Cristo, é nova
criação.  As coisas
antigas já passaram; eis
que surgiram coisas
novas!  Tudo isso
provém de Deus, que nos
reconciliou consigo
mesmo por meio de
Cristo e nos deu o
minstério de
reconciliação, ou seja,
que Deus em Cristo
estava reconciliando
consigo o mundo, não
levando em conta os
pecados dos homens, e
nos confiou a mensagem
da reconciliação.
Portanto, somos apelo
por nosso intermédio.
Por amor a Cristo lhes
suplicamos: Reconciliem-
se com Deus.

2 Coríntios 5:17-20

Wedding…Mission Accomplished!

I can't express to you our joy and
happiness with the way the wedding
came together.! You may recall from the
Fall-Winter newsletter how Lynn had to
"shift gears" when Caê was denied a visa
to come to the US for their planned
wedding...well, she was able to "pull it off"
amazingly well and everything went
almost 100% according to plan.! We had
asked you to pray for dry weather (at least
for the ceremony) since it was done
outside (and during the rainy season).
The Lord answered that prayer by holding
off the rain until the ceremony was
complete.! I had also requested prayer for
my language ability to both conduct the
ceremony and preach the sermon in
Portuguese, and I'm happy to report that
your prayers were answered!! The
ceremony went very well with Hilary and
Caê exchanging their vows in English and
Portuguese.!

        
           The joy of wedded bliss on their faces…
They had asked me to give a message that
presented the Gospel, and that message
came through clearly, which is a great
praise item.  It was truly a wonderful
thing to see how the Lord brought it all
together so beautifully.

Spring Synopsis

“What is your job?” Thus came the question
that undoubtedly was something the Lord was
doing to open a door of opportunity.  “Well,
actually I am an ambassador here in the US on
furlough, but I hope to return to Brazil soon.”
So this is how my conversation and
relationship with Leo began.  Leo is a fitness
instructor at the YMCA near our mission house
in Arden, NC.  As our relationship developed,
Leo began to open up to me about his
marriage.  As I started praying for him and his
wife, the Holy Spirit reminded me of a book
that Lynn and I knew about and that had
helped us in our journey together.  So, I
ordered The Five Love Languages by Gary
Chapman for Leo on Amazon.com.
 I’m happy  to report that Leo and his wife are
going through the book together.

         
                  Leo and David at the YMCA
In II Corinthians 5, Paul speaks of being an
ambassador with the ministry of
reconciliation through Christ.  He
encouraged his readers to be “reconciled
with God.”  I was able to point Leo to Christ
through Mr. Chapman’s book which
emphasizes reconciliation by holding
your mate more highly than yourself.  This
was Christ’s attitude (Phil. 2) in His
incarnation, life, death and victorious
resurrection as He held His beloved elect
people (His bride) more highly than
Himself.  This too should be our attitude and
example with the many opportunities that
the Lord brings across our paths in our daily
lives.  Help us to do this, Father, for we are
so prone to wander and think only of
ourselves.  May Your Spirit enable us for
Your glory and honor.  Amen.
Spring tends to be the season of missions
conferences, and so travel and speaking
engagements were scheduled from February
through the end of April.  It was wonderful
to reacquaint and reconnect with so many of
you at the conferences I was able to attend.

            

Unfortunately, I was unable to keep all of
my scheduled appointments as I was
stricken (again!) with a severe kidney stone
attack in April which resulted in a hospital
stay and surgery and a case of pneumonia.
It took more than a month and a half to
recover completely and I missed several
conferences.  I do hope to start up again with
my travel schedule in the late summer and
early fall.



Thou Lovely Source of
True Delight

Thou lovely source of true
delight
Whom I unseen adore
Unveil Thy beauties to my
sight
That I might love Thee
more,
Oh that I might love Thee
more.

Thy glory o’er creation
shines
But in Thy sacred Word
I read in fairer, brighter
lines
My bleeding, dying Lord,
See my bleeding, dying
Lord

’Tis here, whene’er my
comforts droop
And sin and sorrow rise
Thy love with cheering
beams of hope
My fainting heart supplies,
My fainting heart’s supplied

But ah! Too soon the
pleasing scene
Is clouded o’er with pain
My gloomy fears rise dark
between
And I again complain,
Oh and I again complain

Jesus, my Lord, my life, my
light
Oh come with blissful ray
Break radiant through the
shades of night
And chase my fears away,
Won’t You chase my fears
away

Then shall my soul with
rapture trace
The wonders of Thy love
But the full glories of Thy
face
Are only known above,
They are only known above

By Anne Steele

  

Ministry News

To date, we have not reached 100% of our
needed support to return to Brazil.! When
we are able, our plan is to work toward
beginning the new church plant near the
university in Campinas (see the fall 06
newsletter for more details on the
university work and planned church plant
through Comunidade Presbiteriana
Chacara Primavera).! However, earlier in
April, Lynn and I met with the MTW
Latin America director at our home in
NC.! MTW has decided that we should
not return to Brazil without the support of
a team, therefore we will be coordinating
with MTW on team development.! This
does mean a probable extension of our
time stateside, but MTW believes this is
vital to the long-term success of the
ministry.
We have also been in contact with our
attorneys in Brazil about the status of our
visa case which continues to “languish” in
court.  As you may remember, in our final
victory before a federal judge we were to
be given permanent visas so as to remain
(without continued harassment from the
federal police…) and work.  The judge
also stipulated that the federal police
could not appeal that decision.  However,
the federal police ignored the judge’s
decision and appealed anyway, and thus
our status now, once again, could be in
jeopardy.  We do have temporary tourist
visas, but for long-term ministry success,
we really need the permanent visa status.

Prayer & Praise

Praise
•  The blessing of Hilary and Caê’s

wedding centered on Christ
surrounded by family and friends.

•  I mentioned in a previous
newsletter about medical expenses
that we had incurred since arriving
back in the US; two of our
supporting churches gave very
generous gifts that completely
offset our bills…Praise be to our
God from whom all blessings flow!

•  Continued ministry opportunities
with Teo and Marli, our Brazilian
friends living in Asheville.

•  Fellowship with several old friends
from our days living in Mississippi
and attending RTS who now live
and work in the Asheville area.

Prayer

•  David’s mother, Nona, was
hospitalized in April which
required our care after her release.
As her health is deteriorating, we
seek the Lord’s wisdom as to how
best to serve her.

•  Jacob and Taylor to finish well with
their different school situations and
for their walk with the Lord.

•  The Lord brought another Brazilian
living in Asheville across our path,
Debora, who is married to an
American.  Please pray for her
adjustment away from her family
and her life here in the US.

•  That we would all seek first His
kingdom and His righteousness,
and then trust that all other things
would fall into place according to
His perfect will.

Soli Deo Gloria,

The Atkissons

P.S.  Please visit us at:
www.mtwsa.net/people/datkisson.htm


