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www.mtwla.org/people/
datkisson.htm

make support gifts to:

Mission to the World
P.O. Box 116284
Atlanta, GA 30368-6284
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#10130

Porque um menino nos
nasceu, um filho nos foi
dado, e o governo está
sobre os seus ombros.  E
Ele será chamado
Maravilhoso Conselheiro,
Deus Poderoso, Pai
Eterno, Príncipe da Paz.
Ele estenderá o seu
domínio, e haverá paz
sem fim sobre o trono de
Davi e sobre o seu reino,
estabelecido e mantido
com justiça e retidão,
desde agora e para
sempre.  O zelo do
SENHOR dos Exércitos
fará isso.

Isaías 9:6-7

Fall Synopsis

“Wow!  Can you believe the beautiful colors?”
These were the words we all exclaimed as we
were again privileged to see the fall season in
the northern hemisphere, and in particular, the
beautiful mountain scenery of western North
Carolina.  What a great blessing it has been to
not only see the glory of the Lord’s creation
here, but to also renew and reestablish
relationships with our family and friends in the
United States.
It has not been without it difficulties, but this is
life wherever one may be in a fallen world.  As
the writer of Hebrews tells us, we must fix our
eyes on the Lord Jesus as we run this race of
life with perseverance relying solely on His
grace and strength until it’s finished.  It’s so
hard sometimes, and yet the apostle Paul and I
are reminded that Jesus’ grace is sufficient in
our weaknesses.  Oh, how I need to remember
this moment-by-moment!
Let me give you a short synopsis of the fall’s
events and activities for our
family…September was a flurry of school
adjustments for Jacob and Taylor, doctor’s
appts. for all of us upon returning from
overseas, and  planning for conferences in
October and beyond.  The Lord also brought
several Brazilians into our lives that live here
in the Asheville area.  One couple, Marli and
Teo, have become friends and we are
ministering to them in various ways.  Teo does
not know the Lord.  They are struggling with
English, so we have them involved with the
ESL program here at Arden Pres.
October was full of more doctor and dentist
appointments, and I traveled quite a
bit…going to an awards reception in
Louisville, KY for my mother’s art work,
visiting various churches, and attending 1 st

Presbyterian Chattanooga’s missions
conference.  The conference was a great
blessing for me spiritually, and I made several
new friends.  Lynn and I also re-connected
with several couples who were friends from
RTS in October and we have been greatly
blessed by their presence here.
Perhaps the biggest events occurred at the end
of October and into November.  Our future
son-in-law, Caê, was denied a visa by the
American consulate in São Paulo and denied
an appeal.  You may recall from before that
Caê and our Hilary were engaged to be
married last January, and had planned to
marry here in the US in January ’07.  But since
he was denied the visa, we had to “change
gears” and see what needed to be done so as to
have a wedding in Brazil.
Since we were late for ordering tickets on our
own frequent flyer miles, we needed double
the amount of miles for the same tickets.  After
sending out an appeal, many of you responded
with offers to donate miles, and so in the end
we had enough miles for all of us to go,
including Grandma Atkisson!
The next step was to have visas in hand to
avoid problems with the federal police upon

arrival.  I flew to Miami and, but God’s
amazing grace, was given 5 year multiple
entry tourist visas by the Brazilian consulate.
Lastly, Hilary and Caê needed to turn in
reams of documents to be legally married,
which they did and so will have the civil
ceremony on Dec. 28 and the religious
ceremony on Dec. 30.
Now, as Christmas approaches, Lynn is
feverishly gathering things and arranging
things so that Hilary’s wedding will go
smoothly.  I will be performing the
ceremony in both Portuguese and English,
so please pray for my emotions and
language skills!  The five of us (Grandma A
included…)leave Dec. 19 and return to the
US on Jan. 2 just in time for Jacob and Taylor
to start back at school.  We praise the Lord
for so many of you that have helped in so
many ways, praying, donating,
contributing…we just can’t thank you
enough.  We pray during our “hustle and
bustle” and yours as well, that we would not
lose sight of the celebration of the Lord
Jesus’ birth and the joy of the “new birth” in
Christ.

Ministry News

I previously mentioned Marli and Teo; we
believe the Lord had our paths cross not
only for their ministry needs, but for ours as
well; we now have a great way to keep our
language skills up!  They have also given us
a chance to be involved in the ESL program
at Arden Pres, although it has not been as
much as we would have wished it to be.
Christ Is All
O Lover to the Uttermost,
May I read the meltings of Thy heart to me…
in the manger of Thy birth, in the garden of
Thy agony, in the cross of Thy suffering, in
the tomb of Thy resurrection, in the heaven
of Thy intercession.
Bold in this thought I defy my adversary,
tread down his temptations, resist his
schemings, renounce the world, am valiant
for truth.
Deepen in me a sense of my holy
relationship to Thee, as spiritual
Bridegroom, as Jehovah’s Fellow, as sinners’
Friend.
I think of Thy glory and my vileness, Thy
majesty and my meanness, Thy beauty and
my deformity, Thy purity and my filth, Thy
righteousness and my iniquity.  Thou hast
loved me everlastingly, unchangeably, may I
love Thee as I am loved; Thou hast given
Thyself for me, may I give myself to Thee;
Thou hast died for me, may I live to Thee,
in every moment of my time, in every
movement of my mind, in every pulse of my
heart.  May I never dally with the world and
its allurements, but walk by Thy side, listen
to Thy voice, be clothed with Thy graces,
and adorned with Thy righteousness.
The Valley of Vision: Puritan Prayers &
Devotions



Ministry News
(cont.)

I mentioned in the
previous section about
preparations for
missions conferences.
We have re-done our
displays and table
materials, and we have
new prayer cards for
distribution at
conferences.  I’ve also
re-worked our pictures
and presentation
materials to have them
as up-to-date as
possible.  I do intend to
take more future
ministry shots while in
Brazil in December.
Most days work
revolves around either
making contact with
churches or individuals
by phone or email or
composing
correspondence.
Although most of the
missions conferences
occur in the late
winter/early spring, I’ve
already been to visit
several of our individual
supporters and churches
in the surrounding area.
We are continuing to
refine our future plans
in relation to the new
church plant I will help
with through
Comunidade
Presbiteriana Chacara
Primavera in Campinas.
We hope to start up the
work in mid to late 2007
in the university
community of Barão
Geraldo just outside of
Campinas.

  
    Aerial photo of the University of Campinas

While in Brazil in December, I’ll be meeting
with the staff at Chacara Primavera to fine tune
the plans.

Prayer & Praise

Praise

• We offer our praises to our Lord for
His magnificent provision through
His people so that we may travel to
Brazil for Christmas and Hilary’s
wedding.

• We are very thankful for the Lord
giving us an opportunity to minister
to Brazilians here in the US and others
that He has brought across our paths.

• We praise the Lord for providing
good physicians and therapists who
have ministered to our family and in
particular Lynn.  We praise the Lord
that it appears her emotional health is
showing improvement and stability.

Prayer

• Traveling mercies to and from Brazil
and for safety while in Campinas.

• Health for all…especially Grandma
Atkisson.

• Hilary and Caê’s wedding on Dec. 30
(…and for mom and dad as our first
“baby” leaves the nest…).  The
wedding will be outside and it is the
rainy season in Brazil…so we would
ask for a bit of dry weather at least for
the ceremony!

• Meetings about the new church-
planting work while in Brazil

• Taylor and Jacob and their schooling
here in the States and for their
emotional health as they go back to
Brazil and must leave again.

• 2007 ministry travel for conferences,
churches and individuals.

    
       Lynn and Robin

• Lynn’s roommate from Berea
College, Robin Ramsay, had two
sons killed in a tragic car crash the
Weds. before Thanksgiving.  Please
pray for Robin, her ex-husband,
Steve, and their three surviving
sons.

Soli Deo Gloria,

The Atkissons

P.S.  Please visit us at:
www.mtwla.net/people/datkisson.htm


